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schools at Alexandria, But a mere consideration
of the dates of the texts m which the same
thoughts, the theory of an ideal world, and of
divine thoughts or words realised in the material
world, are met with in India, renders all suspicion
of borrowing impossible. And, after all, that
theory that in the beginning there was the Word,
or the words, and that by it or by them all things
were made, is not so unnatural that it could not
have sprung up independently in two places. The
word is the manifestation of thought; every word,
we must remember, expresses a concept, not a
percept Tree is not meant for this or that tree,
it is the general concept of all trees; and if every
individual thing is the realisation of an ideal type
or thought or word, if every man, for instance, is
the realisation of the divine thought or word of
man, or of manhood, we need not be startled when
we find in India as well as in Greece a belief that
God created the world by the Logos or by the
word, or by the many words, the logoi, the ideas
of Plato, the species or types of modern science.